
PIERCE COUNTY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

April 23, 1986 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman 
Carl Braunreiter at approximately 8 p.m. Present were 
Braunreiter, Jerry Carstens, Tom Tyler, Ed Hass, Dean 
Hauschildt and Jay Griggs. Missing were Jack Farrell and 
Marty Riener. 

Hauschildt agreed to serve as vice president and Griggs as 
temporary secretary. 

Braunreiter explaired that the committee has been dormant 
for several years and that he and the other members of the county 
board hope to make it more active. He said the first item 
of business ought to be the development of objectives. 

After much discussion, the grrup agreed to the following 
objectives for the committee: 

1. To promote economic development, which shall include 
industrial and commercial development, tourism, job creation 
and retention and job training. 
2. to provide direction and coordination to development. 
J. to assist towns, villages, cities and other organizations 
with funding and permit applications for economic development. 
4. To research available resources and create and maintain 
a central source of infomation and assistance to support 
economic development. 
5. To maintain contact with public agencies and private 
organizations which promote economic development. 

The above objectives were approved unanimously on a motion 
by Carstens seconded by Tyler. 

It was determinedcthat'Ed Hass, Pierce County Resource Agent, 
will collect available information and get it together for 
the next meeting. 
The committee established a basic annual budget of $2,640 
for the first year, including $1,890 for mileage and per diems, 
$200 for postage and $550 for a community profile of the county. 

The next .. meeting was set for Prescott City Hall at 7:JO p.m. 
May 28. 1he agenda will include: 
1. A tour of the Prescott industrial park, 
2. A review of available information by Hass, 
J. The establishment of a time line for committee activities, 
4. A review with the county planner of his responsibilities 
in this area. 
5. A review of the budget. 
The committee adjourned at 10:02 p.m. Jay Griggs, Acting Sec. 

,-. 
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PIERCE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT MEETING 

May 28, 1986 

PRESCOTT CITY HALL 

PRESENT: Carl Braunreiter, Dean Hauschildt, Jay Griggs, Tom 
Tyler, Jerry Carstens, Jack Farrell, Ed Hass, Chuck 
Salzar, Richard Andre 

Chairman 3raunreiter called the meeting to order at 7:38 p.m. 
:he agenda was reviewed and the order was rearranged plus the 
approval of the minutes was added. 

Braunreiter reviewed the responsibilities of the Director of 
Planning and appointed him to serve as the economic develop
ment coordinator. 

Following discussion of profit vs. non-profit businesses, 
Hauschildt moved to direct Hass, Salzar and Andre to make a 
recommendation as to the set-up of a new business within the 

-Prescott Industrial Park; second by Carstens, motion carried. 

Fol lowing a discussion of the $2,640.00 budget request made 
to the Finance Committee, Hauschildt moved, second by Griggs, 
to have Farrell and Andre attend the W.C.A. Economic Develop
ment Conference in Stevens Point; motion carried. 

Following discussion of the Twin Cities Tour of Industries to 
be held October 27, 28, 29, Carstens moved, Farrell seconded, 
to recommend to the Finance Committee that Andre and a member 
of the Industrial Development Committee attend the tour of 
industries; motion carried. 

Hauschildt guided the committee on a tour of the Prescott 
Industrial Park. 

Hass presented samples of economic profiles of various munic
ipalities within Wisconsin. He also informed the committee 
of the economic development resources available from U. W. 
Ext ens ion-Madi son. Mot ion by Farre 11, second by Griggs, to 
have Hass further research the Sheboygan profile as a model 
for Pierce County; motion carried. It was also recommended 
that Forward Wisconsin be contacted for assistance and Griggs 
offered assistance regarding the printing. 

Committee membership was discussed with Farrell reporting on 
Saulk County's Economic Development Committee. Griggs moved 
to have th~ chair send a letter to all Pierce County munici
palities to activelty participate in the committees func
tions; second by Cars tens; mot ion carried. 



The following timeline of Committee activities was agreed to: 

June 
Development of Literature 
Review Ellsworth Industrial Park 
Discussion of 1987 Budget 
Presentation by Mississippi River R. P. C. 

July 
Further Development of Literature 
Review of River Falls Industrial Park 
Development of 1987 Budget 
Presentation by NSP or Forward Wisconsin 

August 
Finalize Literature for Printing 
Review of Elmwood Industrial Park 
Further Development of 1987 Budget 
Presentation by NSP or Forward Wisconsin 

September 
Begin to Implement Developed Activities 

The June agenda was agreed to as follows: 

1. Approval of Minutes 

2. Hass' Report on Sheboygan Profile 

3, Mississippi River R.P.C. Presentation 

4. Farrell's Report on W.C.A. Economic Development 
Conference 

5. Discussion Regarding Media Advertising 

6. Tour the Elmwood Industrial Park 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn; carried. 



PIERCE COUNTY 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
June 25, 1986 

Courthouse, Ellsworth 

PRESENT: Carl Braunreiter, Jack Farrell, Jerry Carstens, Dean Hauschildt, 
Ed Hass, Greg Flogstad, Dennis Blang 

Carl Braunreiter called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. and reviewed the 
agenda. Greg Flogstad described the make-up and function of the Mississippi 
River Regional Planning Commission including the five major program areas of 
solid waste, land use planning, economic development, transportation and 
housing. A brochure from Trempealeau County was reviewed including available 
economic and industrial data. Funding was through the Job Training Partner
ship Act and the Trempealeau County Development Coalition for a total cost of 
$5,000 for 100 brochures for each community. Examples of community profiles 
were shown. Three hundred fifty were prepared for Crawford County at no cost 
to the county. The same could be done for Pierce County. 

Motion by Dean Hauschildt to request the Regional Planning Commission to 
prepare a Pierce County Profile at no direct cost to the county, seconded by 
Jerry Carstens. Motion carried. 

Regional Economic Development Planning was discussed including updating Annual 
Economic Development Plans. They have also prepared narratives to be included 
in Small Business Administration loans which are administered through the 
Wisconsin Business Development Finance Corporation. 

The RPG can assist in local funds raising and in the preparation of a brochure. 

Dennis Blang from NSP was present to discuss economic development programs 
and brochures that they are involved in. Funding was derived from NSP, 
Wisconsin Gas Company, local hospitals, Regional Planning and the St. Croix 
Valley Gas Company. He indicated that the approach underway for Economic 
Development in Pierce County is a good approach for smaller communities. A 
brochure was presented from Stanley at a cost of about $1.00 each where 2,000 
were printed. NSP would provide fiinancial assistance in the preparation of 
a brochure but would like to see a plan of how the brochures would be pre
pared and distributed. 

Wisconsin Bell has a business retention program where they interview local 
businesses to determine expansion plans which is going to be done for River 
Falls and Ellsworth. 

Forward Wisconsin's primary mission is to recruit business from out of state 
but they do not have financial assistance. 

The Trempealeau County brochure includes information on available industrial 
buildings and sites. NSP keeps an inventory in Western Wisconsin of available 
industrial buildings which· is updated as often as possible. They prepare a 
fact book listing a lot of information including economic, demographic, and 
infra-structure data which is collected by Regional Planning Commissions 
and printed by NSP which are available to be included in the Pierce County 
Brochure. ,NSP does some direct mailing to industry based on SIC codes in the 
Midwest such as plastics, manufacturing and wood processing. 
Other data includes tax-·advantages and workers compensation insurance. They 
also prepared a Directory of Western Wisconsin Funding Sources, and are 
sponsoring procurement programs for defense contracts .in Lacrosse and Eau Claire. 

(OVER) 



Jury23~dmeeting is scheduled for River Falls but the location has no~ 
>otlen f~-pned. The August meeting will be in Ellsworth and September in 

'<' ">..ffeo< 

Jack Farrell discussed the Economic Development Conference in Stevens Point 
and the informational sources and funding sources, international trade, 
and getting organized locally as described in the publication Community 
Economic Development in Wisconsin prepared by the Wisconsin Counties 
Association. 

Ed Hass presented computer printouts by community detailing demographic 
economic housing and utility information which is available through the 
Extension Office. 

There was discussion about putting a brochure together somewhat similar to 
the one for Sheboygan County. 

Some of criteria 3M looks for in siting new plants includes health care, 
education, public safety, and low income taxes. Important criteria include 
utility information, transportation, available buildings and sites, up-to-date 
information such as a county profile and economic profile and a contact person. 
A selling approach needs to follow the generation of this information, as well 
as working through state agencies. 

Examples of national advertising in magazines such as Site Selection were 
reviewed. The Sheboygan brochure was discussed with the duties divided up 
to generate the data including: 

Introduction ....•.. Jack Farrell, Jay Griggs 
Economics .....•.... Ed Hass and Greg Flogstad 
Labor Force •.••...• Ed Hass 
Education •.•..•••.. Jerry Carstens 
Utilities .••..•.... Dennis Blang City engineers 
Quality of life •••. Jack Farrell 
Health Care •..••.•• Jack Farrell 
Communications •.... Jack Farrell, Jay Griggs 
Demographics ...•••. Greg Flagstad 
Banking •...•.•..••. Carl Braurireiter 
Government & Taxes.Ed Hass 
Transportation ..... Greg Flagstad 

It was suggested to try to assemble this information for the next meeting. 

1987 objectives were discussed including the possibility of a Pierce County 
Economic Development Corporation, and coordinating with townships regarding 
building permit fees, economic ·development efforts, and budget development. 

It was suggested to join the Wisconsin Economic Development Association for 
information, coordination and contacts with firms. 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Submitted by, 

Ed Hass, Resource Agent, Pierce County 



PIERCE COUNTY PLANNING 
COURTHOUSE P.O. BOX 367 

414 W. MAIN • ELLSWORTH. WISCONSIN 54011 • (715) 273-3531 
Ext. Z61. 

9Lfe Copy 
Cou.niy C!l&.,J. do Office 

PIERCE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

JULY 23, 1986 

PRESENT: Bob Fleming and Vic Grassman from DOD, Tom Ricklefs 
from Forward Wis., Jerry Carstens, Richard Andre, 
Lawrence Klug, Ellen Smith, Jack Farrell, Ed Hass, Eric 
Sorenson, Carl Braunreiter, Dean Hauschildt 

Jerry Carstens moved and Jack Farrell seconded the approval of 
the May and June minutes. 

Eric Sorenson discussed River Falls' industrial development. 

Volrath Industries closed their Alabama plant and moved to River 
Falls. They have 100 employees and a $28 million dollar plant. 
IDRB gave Volrath $2 million to purchase new equipment. 

There is not much land available within their present park. The 
City has purchased an additional 16 acres. 

River Falls has a lot of small indu~tries, such as Volrath, UFE, 
Smeads and also the University. 

The University along with West Central RPC are to study 
development potential, including social make-up. The Civic and 
Industrial Corp. is now defunct. 

Discussion was held on the by-pass vs. the 4-lane (which has 
priority). Also discussed were the long truck route plans that 
have been developed. 

40% of the adult working population commutes to the Twin Cities 
and 40S of the students commute from Minnesota. 

There are only 2 good 5 acre sites available; one UFE site. 
Looking into an 80 acre parcel in Nortreast River Falls. 

The group adjourned to view the industrial park and by-pass area. 

PLANNING - A TOOL FC)R A BETTER TOMORROW 



Tom Ricklefs from Forward Wisconsin discussed his organization. 
Forward Wisconsin was formed a couple of years ago and orginated 
from a study done by Kimberly-Clark before their move to Texas. 
Forward Wisconsin' is a marketing firm for Wisconsin and has a $1 
mi 1 1 tQ l'l} d ol .. l a r.,J;i u d get ; 5 0 % from the state and 5 O % from pr i v ate 
funding. 1hey deal in direct advertising and marketing. Their 
office ;A.fu2cJ_9ca!i~<t~,J..n .. Menomonie and they a 1 so have 7 peop 1 e work
i ri g i n · a M i 1~ a u k e e o f f i c e • W i s c o n s i n h a s mu c h t o o f f e r 
prospective businesses. They are looking for any type of firm 
such as biotech, biomed, computers, plastics, printing, paper, 
woodworking or metalworking. 

Forward Wisconsin's suggested marketing mechanisms in order of 
increasing importance are: 

1. Direct Advertising - Minnesota Corporate Report - $.99 out 
of every $1.00 spent on adverting is spent in Minnesota and 
$.01 is spent in Chicago. 

2. Direct Mail - focused on industry and geographic area - 99% 
of efforts should be directed at Minnesota 

3. Trade Shows - they are expensive but you can get good leads 
- the county should have 6-12 people at these shows. 

4. Prospecting Trips - October is the next one; the 27, 28, 
and 29. 

5. Networking - with the community sector. 

Should get on Forward Wisconsin's mailing list for events and 
prospecting trips. 

WEDA (Wisconsin Economic Development Association) is a good 
organization to belong to. They meet 3 times a year. 

Bob Fleming presented a survey of the 14 counties involved in 
economic development program (see attachment A). 

Bob stressed his feeling that the counties should have an execu
tive director of economic development for analyzing industrial 
parks and compositing economic profiles. 

Sauk County's success is due to its Board of Directors; 11 mem
bers comprised of bankers, manufacturing people and county repre
sentatives. They have a computerized marketing program. 20 new 
industries have moved into the County in the last 10 years with 
980 new jobs. 

Vic Grassman is the DOD Economic Development consultant for this 
19 county area of the State. 

The proposed budget for a Pierce County Economic Development 
Office was presented (see attachment B). Following discussion of 
the difficulties of Pierce County to approve such a budget, the 
raising of matching funds by municipalities and the private 
sector was suggested. 

2 



Grassma~ distributed proposed income ~ources for the proposed 
budget (see attachment C). Hauschildt stated his belief that the 
formationof an Economic Development Office should be over a 5-10 
year period. Carstens stressed the need for something "concrete" 
in exchange for budget money. 

Fleming stressed the need to educate elected officials and citi
zens in the value of an active Economic Development Program. 

Braunreiter called for the next meeting to be on August 27, 1986 
at 7:00 p.m. to finish the rough draft of literature and final
ize the -1987 budget. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 p.m. 

3 
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PIERCE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
August 27, 1986 

Courthouse, Ellsworth 

Present: Carl 3raunreiter, ~arty Reinier, Tom Tyler, Jay Griggs, Greg Flag
stad, Sd Hass, Jerry Carstens, Jack Farrell, Vic Grassman. 

The ~eeting was called to order by Carl 3raunreiter. Xinutes of the July 23rd 
:neeting were reviewed. '.-lith amendments of the spelling of "Vollrath" and the 
study "on" rather than "by" :Zimberly Clark there was a motion by Jay Griggs, 
seconded by ~arty Reinier to approve the minutes. Xotion carried. 

Approaches to economic development and attracting business into the county 
;;ere iiscussed such as direct advertising as the :nost cost ef=ective means. 
_-\ ?roposed 2.987 budget •,.;as reviewed and discussed ·,.;hich would include county 
and ?rivate funding from utilities, financial institutions, transportation, 
retail and economic development organizations. The ?rocedure for utilizing 
?Ub i.ic and ?rivate :uncling sources ·.-1as discussed. The cost of literature 
·,.;as iiscussed in cer.:ns of price ·1ariation depending upon the type and quality 
of ~aterials printed. 

-::'"here ;-1as a review of the 1986 budget and the current balance. 

?rivate funding sources could include the Wisconsin Gas Co. and the St. Croix 
7alley Gas Co. 

Jay Griggs, who has been involved with several Industrial Development organ
izations indicated that not ~uch progresses until someone is in charge of 
directing the economic development efforts throughout the county. Realizing 
that taxes are a primary concern of everyone, by bringing in industry, 
additional tax base will be generated as well as more job creation. Jerry 
Carstens suggested one ?roposal to generate funds would be a pledge from the 
county to provide tax funds from a future business locating in the county to 
add to a ~odest budget currently as a means of enhancing the budget over time. 
A resolution could be developed for consideration. 

Comparative information between Minnesota and Wisconsin regarding the business 
climate for taxes and unemployment compensation is the type of information 
businesses are seeking. 

Private funding sources would be a major part o-f the economic development 
budget including funding a coordinator. There are over 300 economic devel
opment organizations in the state. A non-profit economic development cor
poration could include public officials and private individuals. 

The cost of forming a. corporation could be included in the budget or requested 
through the corporation council. 

A tentative budget was prepared. Xotion to recommend approval of the budget 
of $49,975 by Jay Griggs, seconded by Jack Farrell. 



--~~- ---

~otion by Jarry Carstens to amend the motion that Pierce County's contribution 
to the budget would be up to 25%, wit~ 3/4 coming,from outside sources, 
seconded by Jack Farrell. Motion carried to approve amendment with Jay 
Griggs voting no. The original motion died on a tie vote. 

~otion by Jack Farrel to proceed with assembling a non-profit Economic 
Development Corporation, seconded by Jay Griggs. Motion carried. 

Motion to approve the judget of $49,975 for the Economic Development Corp. by 
Jerry Carstens, seconded by Jay Griggs. Motion carried. There was further 
discussion about non-county funding including ~SP, Wisconsin Gas, St. Croix 
Valley Gas Co., Pierce-?epin Electric, River Falls Utility, telephone companies, 
banks, trucking fir:ns, realtors, the railroad, chambers of commerce, the 
?ri'late Industry Council, and in-kind contributions from Regional Planning, 
'.,,w-Ri'rer ?alls, and 'J1-l-3tout. 

~ocion jy Jerry Carstens that the Economic Development Corp. request funding 
for :ie judget in the amount of $15,000 from outside sources, $12,500 from 
:he :aunty, 39,500 from communities and 313,000 in-kind contributions =~om 
educational sources, seconded ~y Marty Reinier. Motion carried unanimously. 

~otion jy Jerry Carstens to give all of the rough draft information for the 
literature to Greg Flagstad to assemble, seconded by Jay Griggs. Motion carried. 

-:'.here '.,;as discussion about the compensation of committee :nembers for attending 
committee :neetings 'Nith the suggestion that committee members volunteer their 
time ~ithout compensation in order to save money for the county. The committee 
chairman would not support this concept unless other county committee's did 
likewise. 

The ~ext meeting was scheduled for September 24 at the Auditorium in Elmwood 
at 7: 00 p.;n. 

Xocion was ma.de and seconded to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Ed Hass 
Resource Agent 
Pierce County 

EH/bb 



PIERCE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
Elmwood Village Hall 

September 24, 1986 

Present: Carl Braunreiter, Greg Flogstad, Willard Holcomb, Al 
Harper, Jay Griggs, Vic Grossman, Jack Farrell, Marty Reinier, 
Dean Hauschildt, Jerry Carstens, Lawrence Weber, Ed Hass 

The group visited the Elmwood Industrial Park and were given a 
tour of Genesis, Inc. by owner Mark Anderson where veterinarian 
medicine containers are produced through injection molding. 

The meeting was then called to order. Motion to approve the July 
13th meeting minutes by Jay Griggs, seconded by Jerry Carstens. 
Motion carried. Motion to approve the August 27th meeting 
minutes by Jerry Carstens, seconded by Jack Farrell. Motion 
carried. 

Greg F 1 o gs tad , M is s is s i pp i R i v er Region a 1 P 1 an n in g Co mm is s ion 
discussed the preparation of a county economic development 
brochure similar to the one prepared for Sheboygan County. He 
presented the draft copy for Pierce County including information 
supplied by committee members. Members are to review the draft 
and return comments to Ed Hass. There was discussion about 
including facilities just outside of the county including 
hospitals in Red Wing, Hastings, and River Falls, and industrial 
facilities such as UFE, Vollrath and Smeads. Cable TV services 
are also available in River Falls, Prescott, Elmwood, Spring 
Valley and Ellsworth. 

It was noted that Wisconsin Bell is doing a business retention 
study in River Falls where they will be interviewing every 
manufacturing firm in the city and developing a comparison to 
other areas. 

There was discussion about forming an Economic Development 
Corporation for Pierce County. Motion by Jay Griggs to request 
John Corey to investigate the organization of a "Pierce County 
Economic Development Corporation" and to check with the Secretary 
of State regarding the availability of that name, seconded by 
Marty Reinier. Motion carried. 

Costs of printing the brochure were discussed. Jay Griggs 
estimated the cost per 1000 copies at $450 with one color and 
$597 for two colors. For six additional sheets the cost would be 
about $.47 per sheet for 1000 copies. 

Carl Braunreiter, Tom Tyler and Vic Grossman met with the County 
Finance Committee to discuss development of a budget. The five 
objectives of the committee were explained in relation to the 
needs of the county due to the difficulties in the agricultural 
industry. The committee has met with local organizations such as 
NSP and Forward Wisconsin, is preparing literature about the 
county, and plans a direct mail campaign. The function of an 
economic development corporation was discussed as well as what 



jobs mean to a community and tax base. The Industrial Develop
ment Committee is to submit a resolution to the County Board to 
support a non-profit Economic Development Corporation and to 
develop a budget of which 25% would be county funds with the 
balance from private sources through fund raising. 

There was further discussion about approaches to fund raising 
including asking for a three year pledge. Dennis Blang had 
suggested providing a plaque for each pledge of $100 or more from 
main street businesses .. Pledge forms would be needed. 

The proposed budget was reviewed including county appropriations, 
private fund raising and in-kind contributions such as NSP and 
other organizations. Jerry Carstens has met with the chancellor 
of UW-River Falls who supports the idea of in-kind contributions. 

Various approaches for fundraising from municipalities were dis
cussed including a flat fee or based on population. Motion by 
Jay Griggs to request funding at $1.00 per capita for cities, 
$.75 per capita for villages and $.50 per capita for townships 
based on 1985 population estimates from the Department of Admin
istration, seconded by Marty Reiner. Motion carried. Committee 
members will meet with municipalities for fund raising as 
follows: 

Jack Farrell - Diamond Bluff, Trenton, Bay City, Maiden Rock 
(Village), Ellsworth (Village) 

Marty Reiner - Spring Valley, Plum City, Elmwood, 
Spring Lake, Union, Rock Elm, Salem, Gilman (Lawrence 
Weber will assist) 

Dean Hauschildt - Pres~ott 
Carl Braunreiter - Clifton, Oak Grove, Trimbelle, Martell 
Jerry Carstens and Jay Griggs - River Falls (City) and River 

Falls (Township) 

The following people are to be contacted regarding meeting with 
the other municipalities: 

Tom Tyler - Isabelle, Maiden Rock (Township), Hartland 
Lloyd Yanisch - El Paso 
Clarence Hofmeister - Ellsworth (Township) 

Contacts will also be made with the following organizations for 
financial and in-kind assistance including: UW-Stout, Western 
Wiconsin Private Industry Council, and the St. Croix and Pierce 
County Bankers Association. 

There was discussion about the need for an Industrial Development 
Committee and associated budget after the formation of an 
Economic Development Corporation which is projected for January 
1, 1987. The corporation will operate under the authority of a 
Board of Directors. There will be a transition phase moving 
responsibilities from the committee to the Board of Directors so 
an interim budget for the committee could be used until the 
corporation is operating. Motion by Jerry Carstens to request a 
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committee budget not to exceed $1,500 which is no longer to be 
used once the Economic Development corporation is operating, 
seconded by Dean Hauschildt. A motion was made by Jay Griggs to 
table the motion on the floor. There was no second. The 
original motion was voted upon with the following: 

Affirmative - Jerry Carstens, Dean Hauschildt, Jack Farrell; 
Opposed - Marty Reiner, Jay Griggs, Carl Braunreiter. The motion 
died on a tie vote. 

The next meeting was scheduled for October 22nd at the 
Courthouse. 

Motion to adjourn by Jerry Carstens, seconded by Jack Farrell. 
Motion carried. 

Submitted by, 

Ed Hass 
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PIERCE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMEN~ /JP 
COMMITTEE MEETING Lounty t..,,U 
OCTOBER 29, 1986 

COURTHOUSE, ELLSWORTH 

PRESENT: Carl Braunreiter, Jay Griggs, John Corey, Steve Healy, 
Greg Flogstad, Ed Hass, Steve Dzubay, Jerry Carstens 

The meeting was called to order by Carl Braunreiter who then 
discussed the Wisconsin Economic Development Association Confer
ence. One point of the conference involved interest in increas
ing the state tourism funds, because Wisconsin falls short of 
surrounding states. Other presentations were from Economic 
Development Directors from the city of Racine and Eau Claire 
County, which described the organizational structure, community 
support and goals and objectives of the corporations. News 
releases and press conferences were held on a regular basis for 
local information. It was suggested to computerize mailing lists 
and pledge supporters to keep up-to-date accurate information. 
Training sessions were held for those who were involved in fund
raising and were organized into teams. 

A program is being established to develop Federal Procurement 
procedures to encourage businesses to get involved in federal 
defense contracts. The Regional Planning Commission has 
conducted programs encouraging procurement of defense contracts. 

Presentations were also given on the topic of the White House 
Conference on Small Business which listed the 200 primary in
terests of small business such as liability which also affects 
government. Other topics included the Changed World Economy 
regarding financial capitol transactions to stimulate economic 
growth. Forward Wisconsin also provided an update on activities. 

Jerry Carstens discussed a meeting he attended at UW-River Falls 
involving a request for funds for Economic Development Education 
focusing on three groups including farmers, business and govern
ment. Seminars would be conducted focusing on Pierce and st. 
Croix County utilizing expertise from the university, government, 
industry and agriculture to encourage economic growth. 

Steve Healy, General Manager of Pierce Pepin Electric Cooperative 
was present to discuss how they could work cooperatively with the 
Industrial Development Committee encouraging economic develoment. 
They would be willing to provide support and financial resources, 
and are in the process of developing an economic development plan 
for REA. Dairyland Power and Pierce Pepin Electric are working 
with communities in Pepin County to prepare promotional informa
tion and are funding printing of the literature. 

Fundraising activities with local units of government were dis
cussed with the following appearing to be supportive: Oak Grove, 
El Paso and Martell Townships. 



Others still considering funding include the City of River Falls, 
and Ri~er Falls Township. 

The city of River Falls is in the process of developing an 
Economic Development Corporation and wishes to secure additional 
land for an industrial park. 

Ed Hass presented information on projected employment growth in 
service industries as a focus for longer range business recruit
ment efforts, as well as use of computer facilities for informa
tion processing and updating of industrial park and community 
facilities. 

John Corey was present to discuss setting up the Articles of 
Incorporation and the interim Board of Directors. He has 
reserved the name of the Pierce County Economic Development 
Corporation. An initial framework needs to be set up including 
an initial Board of Directors, corporation name, length of 
existence, location of office, purposes, registered agent, and 
membership provisions. The organization would be non-stock - non
membership. A draft of Articles of Incorporation will be 
prepared for the next meeting. 

There was discussion about the resolution presented to the County 
Board regarding the utilization of funds on a pro-rated basis as 
funds are generated. Pledge cards would be used as a means of 
securing support from contributors. 

The preparation of literature was reviewed and discussed in terms 
of information and design. 

Motion by Jerry Carstens to approve the appropriation not to 
exceed $1,000 for the cover and inserts for literature contingent 
upon revisions as discussed, seconded by Carl Braunreiter. Mem
bers of the committee are to respond in writing five days of 
receipt of the literature regarding approval of the motion and 
literature. The design and bid quotes for printing will be 
handed through staff at UW-River Falls. 

Pledge cards were discussed and will be printed as an in-kind 
contribution by Jay Griggs. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:50 p.m. 

Submitted by, 

Ed Hass, Pierce County Resource Agent 



PIERCE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE MEETING 
NOVEMBER 26, 1986 

COURTHOUSE, ELLSWORTH 

Present: Carl Braunreiter, Jerry Carstens, Dean Hauschildt, John Corey, 
Evelyn Ferneding, Marty Reinier, Jay Griggs, Ed Hass 

The meeting was called to order by Carl Braunreiter. The September and October 
meeting minutes were reviewed. It was noted that Jay Griggs had also been pre
sent at the County Finance Committee Meeting supporting the development of the 
county economic development budget. With this addition there was a motion to 
approve the September and October minutes by Dean Hauschildt, seconded by Jerry 
Carstens. Motion carried. 

There was discussion about the development of the Articles of Incorporation for 
the Pierce County Economic Development Corporation. John Corey reviewed the 
IRS exemptions for corporations including sections 50l(C) and 50l(C)(3). 
Specific language in the Articles were reviewed and discussed. The goals of the 
corporation will be included. It was suggested to have 12 members of the Board 
of Directors representing various areas including finance, legal, real estate, 
marketing, construction, local government, transportation, utilities, and com
munity industrial parks. An Executive Committee would be selected from the Board 
of Directors. An Initial Board of Directors would be set up in order to have 
the Articles of Incorporation approved and By-laws developed. 

Motion to approve the revised Articles of Incorporation by Jerry Carstens, sec
onded by Jay Griggs. Motion carried. The committee thanked John Corey for his 
assistance in drafting the Articles of Incorporation. 

There was discussion about the cover design for the literature which is to be 
printed. Motion by Jay Griggs to approve the design depicting Pierce County 
projected away from the state outline, seconded by Jerry Carstens. Motion 
carried. There was then discussion of the literature content. Motion to 
approve the literature by Jerry Carstens, seconded by Marty Reinier. Motion 
carried. 

Ed Hass described the bid specifications which were drawn up for the printing 
of the literature. Bids were received from Helmer Printing and from the River 
Falls Journal which were opened at the meeting. Bids for 1000 copies of the 
folder and the inside sheets were received from Helmers at a cost of $1,673.40, 
and from the River Falls Journal at a cost of $1,122.35. Motion by Jerry 
Carstens to accept the bid from the River Falls Journal for 1000 copies of the 
folder and inside literature at a cost of $1,122.35, seconded by Marty Reinier. 
Motion carried. Jay Griggs abstained from voting. 

Evelyn Ferdening, Registered Land Surveyor with Owen Ayres and Associates, 
was present to discuss the types of projects they are involved in regarding 
industrial development. She has worked with the Eau Claire Economic Development 
Coordinator and with the Gateway Industrial Park on preliminary and final plats, 
drainage study and ordinance, and utility plans. She described the firm and the 
areas of specialization they have available. 



It was noted that the City of River Falls and UW-River Falls have received a 
$15,000 planning gran~ through the Private Industry Council, and there may be 
interest in a countywide approach. 

There was discussion about fund raising and the use of pledge forms. There is 
interest in getting three year pledges with one year donations. It is expected 
that pledges will need to increase in the second and third year. As compared to 
the 1987 budget, the budget for 1988 should be 150% and for 1989 should be 
157%. The language on the pledge form and cover letter was reviewed with sug
gested changes. 

Fund raising efforts were reviewed with the following pledges listed: Pierce 
County, $12,500; Rock Elm, $279.50; Elmwood, $704.75; Prescott, $2,800; River 
Falls, $7,825. Possible pledges included Clifton, $504; El Paso, $346; Martell, 
$416; and Oak Grove $470. Currently pledges totaled approximately $24,000. 
U.W.-River Falls will provide an office, access to a telephone, printing and 
$2,500 in cash. 

It was suggested to try to get a listing of all businesses by type in the county 
for use in fund raising. Chambers of Commerce could be asked to contribute or 
solicit their help in generating contributions from downtown businesses. Motion 
by Dean Hauschildt to have committee members contact Chambers of Commerce to 
solicit help in fund raising provided Carl Braunreiter is the designee for 
Prescott, seconded by Jerry Carstens provided Jay Griggs is the designee for 
River Falls. Motion carried. 

Motion to,adjourn by Jerry Carstens, seconded by Dean Hauschildt. Motion carried. 

Submitted by, 

Ed Hass 
Resource Agent 
Pierce County 

EH/bb 



PIERCE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPME~O 
COMMITTEE MEETING 
JANUARY 28, 1987 

COURTHOUSE 

PRESENT: Carl Braunreiter, Jack Farrell, Greg Flagstad, Jim 
Anderson, Jerry Carstens, Peter Dahln, John Corey, Jay Griggs, 
Earl Gilson, Dean Hauschildt, and Ed Hass 

The meeting was called to order by Carl Braunreiter. Minutes of 
the November 26th meeting were reviewed. Motion to approve by 
Jerry Carstens, seconded by Jack Farrell. Motion carried. 

John Corey was present to discuss the formation of the Initial 
Board of Directors for the Pierce County Economic Development 
Corporation. This is a charter and a set of by-laws will be 
established to define election procedures for the Initial Board. 
Motion by Jay Griggs to approve the names of twelve individuals 
for the Initial Board of Directors of the Pierce County Economic 
Development Corporation, seconded by Jerry Carstens. Motion 
carried. 

Carl Braunreiter presented a listing of the fundraising status. 
Committee members reviewed the status of fundraising and upcoming 
meetings with municipalities. Currently about 53% of the funds 
from municipalities has been committed. 

The 1987 budget was reviewed in terms of in-kind contributions 
and funding. Currently $5,000 for in-kind contributions has 
been committed along with $24,573 in cash. The River Falls 
Chamber of Commerce has also committed $350. 

The Private Industry Council may provide cash as well as 
secretarial staff under a training program. Lending agencies 
were reviewed for contacts for fundraising. A level of $20 per 
million dollar footing for lending institutions was determined as 
a goal. Targets for Chambers of Commerce and Commercial Clubs 
were suggested. Utility contributions were discussed in terms of 
cash contributions and program directed support, along with the 
gas companies and telephone companies. A letter will be sent to 
all realty firms requesting a $100 contribution. 

There was discussion about the printing and distribution of 
literature to municipalities for recruiting. Motion to authorize 
payment of the bill for printing for the bid amount of $1,122.35 
for the literature by Jack Farrell, seconded by Dean Hauschildt. 
Motion carried with Jay Griggs abstaining. 

Motion to adjourn by Jerry Carstens, seconded by Jack Farrell. 
Motion carried. 

Submitted by, 

Ed Hass 
Resource Agent, Pierce County 



The following agenda for fundraising and contacts were 
identified. 

UTILITIES 

Wisconsin Gas Company 
st. Croix Valley Natural 

Gas Company 
Northern States Power 
Pierce-Pepin Electric 
ATT (Ray Strobel) 
General Telephone Company 
Hager City Telephone Company 
Spring Valley Telephone Company 

LENDING AGENCIES 

CONTACT 

Farrell 
Carstens 

Braunreiter 
Braunreiter 
Griggs 
Braunreiter 
Farrell 
Braunreiter 
(with Howard Murphy) 

$ REQUEST 

$4,000.00 
2,000.00 

6,000.00 
6,000.00 
Open 
1,000.00 

250.00 
250.00 

Funding will be requested at a level of $20 per million dollar 
footing. 

First National Bank 
River Falls (Dave Smith) 

Pierce County Bank & Trust 
(Ken Palmerscheim) 
(Gerry Bryan) 

River Falls State Bank 
(Donald Larson) 

Bank of Spring Valley & 
Plum City Branch 
(N. Thompson) 

Hiawatha National Bank 
(Warren Oskey) 

First National Bank 
Maiden Rock and Bay City 
(Charles Martinek) 

First State Bank - Elmwood 
(Wayne Nohelty) 

Durand Federal savings & 
Loan (River Falls, 
Ellsworth, Spring Valley) 

First Federal Savings & Loan 
Ellsworth (Sue Gulbranson) 

Griggs & Farrell $1,440.00 

Griggs 1,320.00 

Carstens 674.00 

Braunreiter 564.00 
(with Howard Murphy) 

Farrell 332.00 

Farrell 196.00 

Greg Flagstad 172.00 
(with Lawrence Weber) 

Griggs 

Farrell 

$20.00/ 
million 

of footing 

$20.00/ 
million 

of footing 



Menomonie Farmers Credit Union, 
River Falls (Dale Jensen) 

REALTORS 

All realtors in county 

MUNICIPALITIES 

Clifton 
Diamond Bluff 

Ellsworth Township 

El Paso · 
Gilman 
Hartland 
Isabelle 
Maiden Rock Township 

Martell 
Oak Grove 
River Falls Township 
Rock Elm 
Salem 
Spring Lake 
Trenton 
Trimbelle 
Union 
Bay City 
Ellsworth - Village 
Elmwood 
Maiden Rock 
Plum City 
Spring Valley 

Prescott 
River Falls - City 

Braunreiter $20.00/ 
million 

of footing 

Letter by Flogstad/ $100 or 
Hass based 

Braunreiter 
Farrell - after 
election 
Farrell with 
Clarence Hofmeister 
Pledged 
Reinier 
Tyler 
Tyler & Farrell 
Farrell - after 
election 
In budget 
Come back 
Griggs 
In budget 
Reinier 
Reinier 
Tyler & Farrell 
Braunreiter 
Reinier 
Farrell 
Braunreiter 
In budget 
Farrell 
Reiner 
Reinier, Braunreiter 
with Howard Murphy 
In budget 
Committed 

on# of 
employees 

$ 504.00 
252.00 

646.00 

346.00 
458.00 
381.00 

93.00 
345.50 

415.50 
470.00 

1,118.50 
279.50 
300.00 
268.50 
878.50 
762.00 
362.00 
286.50 

1,809.00 
714.50 
134.25 
407.25 
755.25 

2,883.00 
7,850.00 



PIERCE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Feb. 25, 1987 
Courthouse, Ellsworth 

Present: Carl Braunreiter, Jack Farrell, Jay Griggs, Marty 
Reiners, Jerry Carstens, John eorey, Tom Tyler, plus the 
following guests: River Falls Planner Peter Dahm, Pierce County 

3an1r President Ken Palmersheim, President Pat Foley of the 
~llsworth Industrial Development Corporation, Earl Gilson 
and Greg Flagstad of MRRPC, Steve Healy of Pierce Pepin Electric, 
and developer Joe Calderone. 
Absent: Dean Hauschildt, Ed Hass 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Braunreiter at 7;11 p.m. 
Jay Griggs was asked to serve as secretary in the absence of 
Ed Hass. 

Carstens moved and Farrell seconded a motion to approve the 
minutes of the previous meeting. 

A discussion was held on the fundraising status, with each member 
reporting on his contacts since the last meeting. After adding 
the totals of funds committed to date, Braunreiter announced 
that. $J7,626 of the proposed $50,000 budget has been committed, 
including $29,126 cash. That amount represents 67 percent of 
what the committee is trying to raise. 

Motion by Carstens seconded by Fn.rrell to have Greg Flagstad send a 
letter to all businesses in the county bringing them up to 
date on what is happening with the committee and asking for 
financial support. 

Motion by C.irstens, second by Reiners to adjourn the committee 
meeting and move into the first meeting of the board of directors 
of the newly formed Pierce County Economic Development Corporation. 

PIERCE COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

Chairman Braunreiter called the meeting to order at 8:09 p.m. 

Attonney Corey reported that the articles of incorporation are 
completed and will be mailed to the secretary of state on March 
5 when the county issues the check for the filing fee. 

The committee then spent approximately two hours drafting bylaws 
for the new corporation, with John Corey reading them into his 
dictating machine. He will type them up and send them to members 
for further discussion at the next meeting. 

On a motion by cArstens seconded by Reiners, the meeting adjourned 
at approximately 10:20 p.m. n 

Respecti~bmi tted, Jay Griggs 
acting secretary 



Present: 

cet!INTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
COURTHOUSE, ELLSWORTH 

March 25, 1987 

Carl Braunreiter, Larry Hoolihan, John Corey, Jerry 
Carstens, Steve Healy, Dean Hauschildt, Ed Hass 

The committee reviewed the fund raising status of the Economic 
Development Corporation. A secretary can be supplied through the 
Private Industry Council for a 12-16 week period for on the job 
training, after which they would secure other employment. The 
position would then be refilled by another. The value of the 
service would be $3,792 if they were to start in June. If a 
position is not found for the individual, the cost of the 
position would be absorbed by the corporation. Other 
contributions were reviewed and potential contributors discussed. 
A letter to contributors was reviewed which will be sent. 

On April 23 Wisconsin Bell will present the results of their 
Business Retention Study for the River Falls Area. 

PIERCE COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Initial Board of Directors Meeting 

March 25, 1987 

There was discussion about the requirement for complying with the 
open meeting law. John Corey stated that it is not necessary for 
this corporation to comply with the open meeting law requirement. 
Indemnification of corporation members and tax exempt status will 
be taken care of by the Permanent Board of Directors. The 
proposed By-Laws were reviewed. There was discussion about the 
Economic Development Coordinator position. 

Submitted by Ed Hass 



PIERCE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPME& 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

APRIL 22, 1987 
Courthouse 

PRESENT: Carl Braunreiter, Marty Reinier, Lawrence Weber, Larry 
Hoolihan, Jay Griggs, Tom Tyler, Jerry Carstens, Peter Dahms, 
Delores Radtke, Joe Wieser, John Corey, Dick Wilhelm, Ed Hass, 
Clarke Knudson, Steve Healy, Dean Hauschildt, and Pat Foley. 

The meeting was called to order by Carl Braunreiter. Agenda 
items were reviewed. The February 25th meeting minutes were 
reviewed. Motion by Jerry Carstens to approve the minutes, 
seconded by Jay Griggs. Motion carried. 

The fundraising status was reviewed from governmental, business, 
and private sources. Motion by Dean Hauschildt to approve the 
fundraising report and to move into the development of the 
corporation, seconded by Jerry Carstens. Motion carried. 

There was discussion about the upcoming Economic Development 
Conference in Lacrosse on May 4. Motion by Jerry Carstens to 
approve sending a delegation of two committee members to the May 
4th conference, seconded by Marty Reinier. Motion carried. 

There was discussion about the future direction of the Industrial 
Development Committee after the Corporation is up and running, 
particularly in regard to tourism as a means of economic develop
ment. Once the Board of Directors of the Corporation are 
functioning a meeting will be held with the Industrial Develop
ment Committee and other groups such as the Parks Committee. 

The Committee reviewed names submitted for the permanent Board of 
Directors for the Pierce County Economic Development Corporation. 

Motion by Dean Hauschildt to endorse the list of names submitted, 
seconded by Tom Tyler. Motion carried. Motion to adjourn by 
Jerry Carstens, seconded by Marty Reinier. Motion carried. 

Submitted by, 

Ed Hass, Resource Agent 
Pierce County 



INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
May 5, 1988 6:30 p.m. 

Attendees: Jeff Martinka, Carl Braunreiter, Dick Wilhelm, Tom 
Tyler. 
Recorder: Carl J. Braunreiter 

The purpose of this meeting was: 
1) Election of Officers 
2) Discussion of future direction 
3) Support of the PCEDC 

Election of Officers: 
Tom Tyler nominated Carl Braunrei ter for Chairman. Dick 

Wilhelm seconded the nomination. Carl Braunreiter was elected by 
a unanimous ballot. 

Tom Tyler nominated Dick Wilhelm for Vice-Chairman with a 
second by Carl Braunrei ter. Dick Wilhelm was elected by a 
unanimous vote. 

Discussion of Future Direction: 
The committee discussed the possibility of organizing a 

tourism program but this idea was dropped because it was felt we 
did not have adequate hotel, restaurant and recreational 
facilities to cash in on a promotion program. This may be 
reviewed at a later date if the development corporation is 
successful at developing the support facilities. The committee 
decided it will remain dormant with the exception of supporting 
the Pierce County Economic Development Corporation. 

Support of Pierce County Economic Development Corporation: 
The funding of the Pierce County Economic Development Corp. 

was reviewed. Carl Braunreiter mentioned the current conditions 
of Pierce County's support is awkward. The problem is the county 
supplies 25% of the funding for a projected budget only after the 
first 7 5% has been raised. This restriction results in the 
corporation raising money even when on-hand cash does not warrant 
the fund raising. This situation evolved from the fact that 1987 
was a partial year of operation and cost of operation was under 
forecast and a substantial balance was carried forward. Carl 
suggested that in the future the County should contribute concur
rently to the Pierce County Economic Development Corp. and the 
funding levels should be adjusted relative to fund raising 
efforts but never to exceed 49%. 

It was decided this subject will be reviewed again in a July 
meeting for a recommendation to the County Board. 



MINUTES 
PIERCE COUNTY 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
JULY 27, 1988 

Committee Members Present: Carl Braunreiter (Chair), Dick 
Wilhelm. Committee Member Absent: Tom Tyler. Also Present: 
Debra Wojtowski, Jeff Martinka. 

Call to Order: Committee Chair Carl Braunreiter called the 
meeting to order at 5:10 p.m. in the County Boardroom of the 
Pierce County Courthouse. 

Pierce County Economic Development Corporation County Suppo~ 
Resolution Discussion: Carl Braunreiter asked Jeff Martinka to 
summarize the funding status of the PCEDC. Martinka distributed 
copies of the Corporation's investor list and 1988 budget. 
Martinka also distributed copies of de~elopment corporation 
budgets from other Wisconsin counties as prepared by the 
Wisconsin Department of Development. Braunreiter then asked 
Debra Wojtowski to review the draft amendment to County Board 
Resolution No. 86-25 (attached). Ms. Wojtowski reviewed the 
changes in the resolution as drafted. In particular, she noted 
that the document included concurrent funding of the Corporation 
for fiscal year 1989 as well as an increase in the percentage of 
budgetary support received by the Corporation from Pierce 
County. That support would increase, according to the resolution 
amendment, from 25% to 35%, starting in fiscal year 1989. 

After reviewing the resolution and recommending that the 
concurrent funding be specified as funding on a quarterly basis, 
Dick Wilhelm moved that the resolution be amended as changed and 
sent to the County Board for discussion. Carl Braunreiter 
seconded the motion, which passed. 

Adjournment: Dick Wilhelm moved that the meeting be adjourned at 
5:35 p.m., Braunreiter seconded the motion, which passed. 

Carl Braunreiter, Chair 
(as prepared by Jeff Martinka) 
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